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 Good News 
 

Verse of the Month: ñI am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 

never die. Do you believe this?ò John 11: 25-26 
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Spring and an Early Easter 
From the IPõs desk for the Good News 

 
 

Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting 
The soul that rises with us, our lifeõs star 

Hath had elsewhere its setting 
And cometh from afar: 

Not in entire forgetfulness 
And not in utter nakedness 

But trailing clouds of glory do we come 
From God, who is our home. 

 
William Wordsworth (1770-1850) 

 
By the time you read this, Easter, which came very early this year, will be over, but Eastertide will be only beginning. 
It will remain with us until Pentecost on the 15th of May. During this season, we celebrate the great gift of Jesusõ 
resurrection and the promise of new life in Him. The signs of new life will be all around us now and for months to 
come. Flowers and plants of all kinds will be showing themselves. We are reminded that we are Godõs and in God is 
our true home just as Wordsworth wrote in his poem, part of which is printed above. 
 
All our lives, from our birth to this world until our death to this world, we move from the temporal to the 
permanent. This is the season that we celebrate our ultimate goal, to be home in God through our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. That is why it often seems as if we are in a dream waiting to awaken. Some philosophers call this life an 
illusion. However, this life is part of the larger life. The reason we might seem to be dreaming is that we are not fully 
awake and aware unless we find our true selves in God. We are who we truly are when we are mindful of our 
relationship with God through Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
As Wordsworth hinted, our origin is from afar, from the real center of the universe, its Creator. We are reborn to 
that very center through the atoning love of Christ who lived, died and was raised so that we might find our center 
and be reconciled to it in God Almighty. 
 
That calls for a lifetime celebration. We do just that as we move through the season of the Church year. From 
Advent to Easter, from Easter to Pentecost, we move through the rhythms of the universe, seeking awareness and 
meaningfulness as we relive the story of Godõs salvation to its ultimate climax at Easter.  
 
But, now what do we anticipate now that Easter day is over? I had a professor at Princeton who bristled whenever 
anyone used the term, òEaster Sundayó. òThat is redundantó, he would always respond.  òEvery Sunday is a little 
Easteró, he would continue. Yes, every Sunday is a little Easter. That is why Christians changed the Sabbath from 
Saturday to the first day of the week on which Jesus rose from the tomb. Even during Lent and Advent Sunday is a 
feast day, a day on which to celebrate. Now what do we do? We celebrate the joy of the gift of salvation and the 
grace of reconciliation, which is ours as an everlasting gift from our gracious God. 
 
Because of Easter, we stand at the edge of eternity with confidence and joy. Thanks be to God. And, I will see you 
in church. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Tom Purchase 
The IP 
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Sunday School and Related News for April 
 
Pennies for Pins was a huge success with over 70 people participating. We were 
able to raise enough money to be able to put together 170 hygiene kits. Thank you 
to JoAnn Sabo for all her coordination, effort and hard work on this event. JoAnn 
is the founder of this event and is a pillar in our program.  Also, thank you to 
Priscilla for inviting some of our King of Kings families. It was wonderful to see 
some new faces at Sunday School events.   

 
The yearõs Easter play, òHe Ainõt Heavy, Heõs My Savioró, was amazing. The talented Bob Gillis again delivered an 
original way to tell the Story of our Lord. Thanks to all who helped in anyway and a great big thank you to the cast. 
We are very lucky to have such talent among our youth. The Easter Egg Hunt was a hit, even though the weather 
was a little dicey we were able to have the kids find the eggs and then participate in a scavenger hunt to find their 
treats. 
 
There was much excitement in the air as the children ushered in Palm Sunday with a parade, signifying Jesus 
entering Jerusalem. March was a busy but good month for our program. 
  

Highlights and Up Coming Events 
 

§ Keep an eye on the bulletins and Good News for a possible skating event in April. 

§ May 15th will be Youth Recognition Sunday. 

§ May 22nd will be Teacher/Aid Recognition Sunday. 
 
 
With the change in Worship times we will be closing our program year early.  Our final Sunday for Sunday School 
will be May 29th.   
 
The Sunday School thanks all those who lend a helping hand, any and all help is appreciated. Please consider 
stepping up as a teacher or aid for our program. Be a part of the future of the church, and see where you can 
help out. We need you!   

 
In His service 
        Tina 

 

 
Womenõs Circles 
 

From not enough water in last month's lesson, we move to a lesson this month with too much 
water. After forty years in the wilderness, the Israelites are ready to cross the border and officially 
enter the Promised Land. But first they need to cross the Jordan River that is in its spring flood 
stage. The Israelites need to provide the faith and God will provide the miracle. 
 

The RUTH CIRCLE will meet at 1:00 p.m. Friday, April 1st, at the home of Ethel Washington. (Please note the 
change of location.) The MARTHA CIRCLE will meet at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, April 14th, at the home of Carol 
Thomas. All women of the church are encouraged to join us for Bible study and fellowship at the time and location 
that best meets your schedule. We will be happy to see you and will welcome you warmly. 
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Christian Readers Book Club 
  
The next selection we will be reading will be òGod Help the Childó by Toni Morrison. This book is 
available at the library. Join us on Wednesday, May 18, at 6:30 p.m. in Cobb Lounge for a lively 

discussion on the book. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The following revised worship schedule will begin in June: 

 

 

o June 5, 12, & 19 

Á 9:30 am Worship Service, children stay to worship with their families (no Sunday school) 

Á 11:00 am Worship Service continues.  
 

o June 26, July 3  

Á 10:15 Single Worship Service, children worship with their families (no 2nd service)  
 

o July 10 - December 2016  

Á 9:15am - 10:00am Sunday school for children & adults 

Á 10:15am Single Worship service, children stay to worship with their families 
 

o The schedule changes will be evaluated in mid-October which will include using a congregational survey.   

 
 
 

2016 Flower Chart 
 
The 2016 Altar Flower chart is hanging in the vestibule.  If you would like to donate flowers to 
decorate the altar on any Sunday please mark the chart to reserve your date and fill in a form 
(which can be found next to the chart). The cost of a single urn bouquet is $55.00 which 

includes the delivery fee.  
 
If you would prefer to place your own order and arrange your own delivery, you are welcome to do so. Be sure to 
reserve your date on the chart and fill in the form with the information you would like in the bulletin. 
 
Forms and payment (if applicable) are due in the church office no later than noon the Tuesday before your reserved 
date. 
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Mission/Evangelism for April  
 
The Bakely House: All goes well with the Bakely House. We will be extending the stay of 
our current family through December 31, 2016. 
 
Family Promise: A Day Center has been established in the Zion Lutheran Church in Egg 
Harbor City. Everyone is thrilled. A May 1st opening could actually become a reality. Family 

Promise has also acquired a van for transporting families to the Day Center and back to the churches. 
 
We decided as a committee to purchase 20 sets of sheets and 20 blankets in bulk. We will shop around to find the 
lowest price to do that. We will then store these sheets in what we call our linen closet in the game room. 
  
Please continue to support Family Promise by recycling gently used shoes and by placing change in the cardboard 
Houses 4 Change. Becoming a member of Club 172 is a big way to show your commitment to the program. 
 
A gala event will take place at Frog Rock on April 16th in Hammonton. The speaker is one of the founders of 
Family Promise. More details about the time and cost later. 
 
Camp Johnsonburg on the Road: We have committed ourselves to the week of August 1- 5. We will be putting 
up 3 certified staff members and possibly a fourth if our enrollment is high enough. We are hoping to sign up 45 
campers from our church, sister Presbyterian Churches, local Absecon and Galloway Churches, and the community 
around us. If you know of anyone between K-grade 8 who would enjoy an awesome Christian camp experience, 
sign them up. The cost is just $50 for the week. If child care is desired between 8:00-9:00am and/or between 4:00-
6:00 pm there will be an additional cost of $10.00. 
 
Health Kits: Emergency hygiene kits are beginning to fill our display box. The Sunday school will put their efforts 
into making lots and lots of these kits from the proceeds of the Pennies 4 Pins fundraiser. All donations are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Real Partners Uganda:  The Mission Auction to support Mustard Seed Academy is scheduled for June 18th. This 
takes place at the Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church. Anyone is welcome to donate a service, item, or basket of 
goodies to be auctioned off. See me if you would like to contribute something to the auction. 
 
Family Fun Day: Our next Family Fun Day will take place on Saturday, August 27th, from 12:00-4:00 pm. This 
falls on the weekend before Labor Day weekend. Our rain date will be scheduled for Saturday, September 10th, 
which falls on the weekend after Labor Day weekend. We wanted this event to take place very near the beginning of 
all fall programming 
 
New Business: We are hoping to advertise our church and programs in the Absecon/Pleasantville, Galloway, and 
Egg Harbor City Current. We are also contemplating ways to connect with Christian students at Stockton 
University who may wish to help with King of Kings, Sunday School, and Family Promise. 
 
Our next meeting will take place on Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 9:30 am in the Cobb Lounge. 
 
In His Service, 
Priscilla Schultheis 
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  Many thanks to the Deacons who purchased items for the Easter bags which we made and distributed to 
our church members who have gone through some difficult times this year. We enjoyed assembling 30 bags and we 
hope they brought some smiles the recipientsõ faces. 
 
 We have also mailed over 40 pounds of cards to St Judeõs Ranch for Children, and our donations to the 
Community Food Bank are through the roof as we donated many items in conjunction with the favorite Bible verse 
contest. For February, the total donated was 439 pounds and so far for March the total is 90 pounds. So please keep 
those donations coming and thank you so much for your generosity!! 
 
 The Friendship/Bereavement Luncheon will be held April 24, 2016 in Madden Hall after the second service 
(approximately 12:30 pm) for those who have lost loved ones. Invitations will be sent out soon, so please mark your 
calendar. 
 
 The next meeting of the Deacons will be May 3rd at 6 pm which will then be followed by a joint meeting 
with Session at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kris Jenoriki, Moderator 
Anita Brown, Vice-Moderator 

 
 
Seeds of Faith 
 
òFor who has despised the day of small things?ó - Zechariah 4:10 
 
Spring is such a great season to remind us that big things often come in small packages. A 
grand oak begins in the small, hand-held acorn. A garden that feeds a family begins from 

small packets of seeds that can be carried in one hand. We all have stories in our life of something starting out very 
small or insignificant and over time it becomes something very large and very important.  
 
This month I will head back to Croatia where I will teach in a very small Discipleship Training School. As I write 
this, there are 3 students. They are praying for a few more, but will run the school with just the three if that is who 
comes. I cannot tell you how many times over the last 24 years in missions I have been challenged by this Biblical 
principle - do not despise the little things - the small beginnings. This small group of young people, living on the 
Croatian coast will spend 6 months focused on learning more about God, his character and his ways. They will be 
given opportunities to share their faith with those around them. I have had the privilege of walking alongside the 
schools leaders, Bexi and Jarod, for the past 4 years. I have joined them in digging up the ground so to speak in 
preparing for the Discipleship Training School. Now, it is time to plant some seeds - just a few - but I have faith 
that the fruit from these seeds will come in abundance. 
 
I will also travel to Norway to teach a group of staff who are preparing to lead Discipleship Training Schools all 
across Europe. This will be another great opportunity to plant seeds that I am confident will bring forth MUCH 
fruit. These staff are so eager for input and training - it is a pure joy to go and share with them from the many 
experiences I have had in discipleship. For many of these young staff, what they really need is someone to fan the 
flame of faith already within them, to water the seeds they have already had planted within them. 
 
In one of Jesusõ parables he likens the kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed, òwhich is smaller than all other seeds, 
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but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
nest in its branchesó - Matt. 13:31,32. 
 
What small seeds are you looking to plant? What small beginning are you stepping into, yet from this side, it looks 
pretty ineffective? Remember these truths this spring as you put that small tomato seed, pepper seed or carrot seed 
into the ground. Be faithful to plant, water and weed - and then watch as God brings forth the fruit! 
 
Thank you for your prayers as I spread seeds on this trip into Croatia, Norway and beyond! 
 
Happy Spring Planting . . .  Lisa 

 

 
 
 

FUNDraising Committee 
 
The Golf Committee is well under way with our 5th Annual Golf Tournament. Please see attached flyer and 
registration form for details. 
 
Tickets are now on sale for an Italian themed dinner on Saturday, April 30th from 5 - 8 PM to be held in Madden 
Hall. The cost is $13 for adults and $7 for children ages 12 and under. The proceeds will go to the new windows 
that the church desperately needs. Please see Dawn Duran or Bill Hoesten for tickets. The menu will include stuffed 
shells, chicken parmesan, baked ziti, meatballs, etc. Yum Yum! 
 
Please come out and support both of these events! 
 
In Christian Love and Fellowship, 
Dawn Duran 
 
 
 

Golf Tournament 2016 
 
Circle May 22nd on your calendars. Itõs our 5th annual Golf/Silent Auction fundraiser. 
 
The golfers have a 12 pm registration/hot dog lunch. We will tee off at 1 pm. Lunch, dinner & 

golf will cost $125.00/golfer. 
 
Those coming for dinner, auction and Bingo should arrive about 5 pm. That cost will be $35.00/person. 
 
There are flyers posted on the bulletin boards. Please take one home. Registration forms will also be available. 
 
We had our event at Harbor Pines before. The course is just as fun and beautiful as before. The only change has 
been the chef. 
 
It is always a great event. Hope you will be there! 
The Golf Committee 
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From the Property Committee 
 
The winter fund raiser is still going on, and there will be a dinner to help raise funds for the Sunday school building 
windows. The dinner will be at the end of April. The Fellowship Committee and Property Committee will be 
joining forces to put this together. Hope to see you all there. 
 
Some lighting has been put at the walkway for the Manse. Hope this helps. The steps at the Manse are being looked 
at now, and there will be a hand rail installed very soon. Speaking with the contractors. 
 
The Spring cleanup date has been set for Saturday, April 9th, at 9am. This is always a good time to help with the 
appearance of our Beautiful Church. Many hands make for light work, so I hope to see everyone there. 
 
Dan Hughes  
Property Committee Chair 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fellowship Committee 
 
Thank you to Melvin Washington who is now cooking breakfast on the first Sunday of every 
month. We are still looking for someone to set up on the first Sunday of each month; please 
see Bill Hoesten if you are able to help out. 
 

March 2nd we hosted the Lenten Lunch, thank you to everyone who helped out that day with set up, serving, and 
clean up. Thank you also to everyone who brought in all the wonderful sandwiches and desserts. A special thank 
you to Ann Wallace, Lee Wolff, and Leo Ransone for making the delicious soups. 
  
On Saturday, April 16th, we will be having our Congregational Concert with a sumptuous ham dinner cooked by 
Nancy Sooy. The cost is $15 for adults and $5 for children 12 and under. There are two dinner seatings - one at 
5PM and one at 6PM. Reservations must be made in advance. Tickets are going fast so please see Joanie Hoenes to 
reserve your spot. Don't miss the opportunity to hear Bryan Popin play. 
 
We will be having our Annual Strawberry Festival Friday, June 3rd.  More details to follow. 
 
Our next meeting will be Monday, April 4th, at 7PM. 
 
In Christian Love and Fellowship,  
Dawn Duran, Chair 
 
 

Lunch Bunch April 13 
 
Lunch Bunch will be heading to Romanelliõs Garden Café, 279 S New York Road, Galloway. Meet at the church at 
11:30 or at the restaurant at noon. 
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Hi -Lites and Up-Dates on Bryan Popin 
 
From Bryanõs 4 prior concerts with us many may recall that: 
 

¶ Heõs played piano since age 5 ð presented full concerts with his mom at 7 ð and on his own from age 12. 
 

¶ He focuses on exciting Christian musical arrangements (plus classical, jazz and pop) with inspiring comments 
and audience interaction as he glorifies our Lord. 

 

¶ His rare musical gift has opened unexpected doors throughout the country and world (touring nearly every 
state, Canada, the West Indies, Nigeria, Kenya and South Africa). 

 

¶ Heõs ministered with MILLIONS - - D. James Kennedy, ôN Sync, The 700 Club, TBN, Seminar in the Rockies - 
- with Michael W. Smith, Third Day, Jars of Clay. 

 

¶ In recent years, Bryan has produced 9 albums, written over 150 selections, is involved with Christian mission 
trips to Kenya and South Africa to construct clean ðwater wells, provide food, healthcare and education --- has 
partnered with World Vision and Lifewater International. 

 

¶ Is in full-time Christian Ministry ð has moved from NJ to the Nashville, TN area with his lovely wife, daughter 
and son. The Downers knew him from their former NJ church and many from our congregation cherish his 
first concert ð right here ð as an òanointedó 14-year old! He now has 5 precious children and is 38 years old. 

 
(As D. James Kennedy humbly said ð òHow do I preach after something that powerful?ó) 
 
 
 
 

Evergreens Wednesday, April 27 at Noon 
 
Our sandwich luncheon will be held at noon on Wednesday, April 27th. 
 
We will be taking reservations for our spring luncheon at Smithville on Wednesday, May 25th. Watch 

for further information. 
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Serving in April 
 
Lay Assistants 

03   9:30 David Burgess 
     11:00 Dawn Duran 
10   9:30 Kirk Conover 
     11:00 David Burgess 
17   9:30 David Burgess 
     11:00 Linda Gillis 
24   9:30 David Burgess 
     11:00 Priscilla Schultheis 
 
Head Ushers 

03   9:30 Vic & Rita Abelson 
     11:00 Mary Bew, Betty Lloyd 
10   9:30 Elaine Risley, Carol Thomas 
     11:00 Joanna Howell, Nancy Swank 
17   9:30 Bryan & Vicky Hawkes 
     11:00 Barbara Miller, Tina Brown 
24   9:30 Naida Burgess, Bud Burgess 
     11:00 Mary Bew, Betty Lloyd 
 
Offering (9:30) 

03 Joan Nale, Franklin Nale 
10 Jack & Dee Heil  
17 Ilsa Smith, Jo-ann Weller 
24 Alice Smith, Donna Hughes 
 
Acolyte (9:30) 

03 Franklin Nale 
10 Jacob Sabo  
17 Jordan Hawkes 
24 Bud Burgess 
 
Nursery (11:00 Sarah Gillis) 

03 Gloria Achamizo 
10 Jennifer Platt 
17 Jordan Hawkes 
24 Gloria Achamizo 

Deacon for the Month 

 
 
Van Drivers 

03 John Channell   
10 Barb Hughes   
17 Tina Brown 
24 Vic Abelson 
 
Refreshment Hosts 

03 Barbara & Bob Hudak, Dottie McCaffrey 
10 Ilsa Smith, Kirk & Nancy Conover   
17 John Harvey, Barbara & Dan Hughes  
24 Fellowship Committee 
 
Breakfast Club Kitchen Crew 

03 Set-up ð  
     Cook ð Melvin Washington 
     Clean-up ð Ginny Davenport 
10 Set-up ð Kris Jenoriki 
     Cook ð John Channell 
     Clean-up ð Vic & Rita Abelson 
17 Set-up ð Donna Hughes  
     Cook ð Bill Hoesten 
     Clean-up ð Dirk Willliamson 
24 Set-up ð Jordan & Christian Hawkes  
     Cook ð Bryan Hawkes 
     Clean-up ð Olga Davies, Jean Delesantro 
 
Counter Schedule 

03 Lee Wolff, Kirk Conover 
10 Barbara & Bob Hudak  
17 Debbie & Don Wong 
24 Judy & Dave Stebbins 
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