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Distractions or What | See Out the Study Window
Letter from the Interim Pastor

The windows in the pastor’s study at the Absecon Church face out
on New Jersey Avenue. From time to time | can see trains traveling through the town as well as the usual traffic
through the business district. Occasionally, | have observed traffic accidents and road work. Lately, there has
been gas line construction to distract me.

Obviously, I had to turn the desk around so it faced away from the windows. However, | am compelled to turn
around and observe the passing scene. It is simply human nature to be curious. Yet, | realize that it can draw
attention away from the job at hand.

Recently, the churches across the nation have been distracted from the job at hand. Our job is to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are called to accomplish this in a number of ways, including modeling the kingdom
of God to the world as well as feeding the spiritual and physical parts of human nature. Jesus calls us to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, bring good news to the poor and visit the imprisoned. Widows and orphans as well as
the sojourners among us are upheld by the Lord for special consideration.

But, we get distracted by things that are unrelated to the Gospel. And, these matters have led over 100
congregations to withdraw from the Church just this past year and over 300 between 2011 and 2014.

We can disagree on all matters except the spread of the Good News of Jesus Christ and stay within our
connected Church. The problem has been that in all our conversations on the matters that divide us we have
taken a win or lose approach. Reconciliation is the last thing either party seeks. We want to win. We want our
opinion to reign victorious and if not, we will either come back to our governing councils again and again until
we prevail or we will withdraw discontented and disaffected or join others who are disaffected and become less
than we were when we joined with people with diverse views.

We should not be seeking a pure church, pure in our opinion, because there can be no cross fertilization of
ideas. We are lessened by our insistence on winning.

This is something that weighs more and more on me as we enter the later seasons of the year. This month holds
Thanksgiving, one of my favorite holidays, because there is a calmer atmosphere, (or there used to be until
Thanksgiving Day became just another shopping day). Thanksgiving is a gathering day in which families and
friends come together no matter what their differences to give thanks to God for the manifold blessings given to
us and our nation. Advent follows almost immediately with its aura of hope and expectation, (more about that
next month).

These fall and early winter holidays and Holy Days should be full of hope. May God help us as a Church and
congregation to be citadels of hope for a hurting world and not a place of conflict and acrimony.

Have a full fall and I’ll see you in church.

Tom Purchase
Interim Pastor
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SIS PN Sunday School and Related News for November

™ OF . . . .
FRIENDS .— Our Sunday School program is up and running and everyone is having a great
il

time!
|

: The kids performed a great song with Choreography to the song “My
Lighthouse”. Our kids learned this at Vacation Bible School this year and shared it with all of us. It was a lot of
fun! Please let me know if you have a special song that you would like our Sunday School to perform. We are
willing and able.

We are looking forward to Trunk or Treat; it should be a great time.

We have some changes for the upcoming holiday season so please keep an eye on your bulletins and Presby
posts. The Christmas play will now be on December 20™ and a live nativity will be staged by our Kkids in
between Christmas Eve services.

Highlights and Up Coming Events

Our third annual TRUNK OR TREAT is scheduled for Sunday, October 25" from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm.
Congregation members will have the chance to participate by decorating their cars and giving out candies, kids
will get goodies; there will be refreshments and a bonfire. Details will be announced in the weekly bulletins.
Parents and other interested adults can sign up to participate. Come out and have a wonderful time. Admission
will be a canned good for the Food Bank.

8§ The Sunday School will be hosting a Family Game Night in November; details to follow.

8 Our Christmas presentation and the Birthday party for Jesus have been moved to December 20, 2015.
Bob Gillis and Priscilla Schultheis are bringing their talents together to bring us an amazing presentation.
Please keep an eye out for rehearsal dates and times. We will then come together in fellowship by
celebrating the birth of our Lord with a birthday party to honor him. As always there will be a pot luck
luncheon so bring your favorite dish.

§ Our first Fellowship Sunday will be on November 1°. This is an opportunity for all the children to come
together for some creativity, praising and fun. Grades Pre K-6 will be reporting to Madden Hall once dismissed
from service. This month’s lesson will be on Giving Thanks, and the children will be having some fall fun by

making some sweet treats and fall decorations for the residents of the Health Center at Galloway.

§ The Sunday School is looking to put together a CROP Walk team. If you or your child is interested please see

myself or Linda to sign up.
I look forward to all our fall events. Stay tuned for the announcements.
In His Service,

Tina

3 Women’s Circles

\/— As we near the end of our year-long study of 2" Corinthians, we find Paul still speaking out
against "false teachers™ who question his authority. In his confrontation with rival preachers
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within the Corinthian community of faith, Paul warned them not to be fooled by these smooth-talking false
leaders. If they would look to Jesus as their example, they would see that power, authority and honor are not
always what they might expect.

The Ruth Circle will meet at 1:00 p.m. Friday, November 6" at the home of Betsy Cunius. The Martha Circle
will meet at the home of Carol Thomas Thursday, November 12" at 10:00 a.m.

On Tuesday, October 20" we mailed "goodie boxes" to 25 college students. Thank you, ladies, for all your
purchases. Special thanks to Karen Muldoon, Betty Lloyd and Mary Bew for their unexpected, welcome
contributions.

-fr

\F P ‘ Mission/Evangelism for October

’Q @ The Bakely House: Our guests are enjoying a lovely end table and lamp which
& ¥ M they recently received. We are in the process of replacing the storm door at the front
ISS[@” entrance to the house.

Family Promise: Hopefully everyone had a wonderful time shopping at Boscov’s on Tuesday, October
20", with the Friends Helping Friends25% discount. Thank you for supporting this program. All proceeds
from our ticket sales benefit Family Promise. Please consider becoming a member of Club 172. Payments can
be made annually, semiannually, or quarterly. You will also notice cardboard houses placed here and there
throughout the church. These are houses for change. Your change will help bring about change in a homeless
child’s life here in Atlantic County. Consider placing your loose change in these cardboard houses each week.
Finally, keep those shoes coming. We are shipping out our second round of shoes. We filled 5 more boxes and
are currently working on the sixth! Way to go!

Away Mission Trip: The Appalachian away mission trip has been put on hold due to complicated
nonrefundable deposits and payment schedules for commitments that are difficult to foresee. The committee
decided to look to possibly providing assistance to the flooded areas of South Carolina through Presbyterian
Disaster Relief.

Family Retreat at Keswick: The committee decided to schedule a retreat after our new pastor is
installed. Then our retreat will enable families and our pastor to enjoy a bonding experience.

Evangelism: We would like lay assistants to recognize new families when they attend church, ask them
to stand if possible, and to invite them to join us for coffee hour. We would also like to give the same goodie
bags that we handed out on Family Fun Day to new families who attend the church. In fact, anyone can take a
goodie bag and deliver it to any family that might be new to our area or that might be looking for a church
family. Also, we will be distributing these goodie bags to the families that move into Absecon Gardens as a
welcome gift. We thought that we could also hand out attractive bookmarks to new families that could have key
information on the back regarding our church and its programs. We also thought a guest book during coffee
hour might be friendly and helpful. Keep in mind that our church can grow when you bring new friends and
families to the church.

Sidewalk Fellowship: Our committee would like to try something new in December as a way of
reaching out to folks in our community that might be walking by the church for one reason or another. We

4



would like to serve hot chocolate, hot cider, and hot coffee along with a cookie or some other goodie to anyone
who passes by. We’re hoping to strike up a conversation and possibly even a relationship with the church. This
will take place on the four Wednesdays in December from 3:00-4:00 pm. See Laurie McManus or Russ
Adkisson if you would like to lend a hand with this.

Real Partners Uganda: Thank you to everyone who donated money towards the Mustard Seed
Academy’s Christmas in September. The Mission Evangelism committee kicked in money on top of the
congregation’s contribution to send a total of $1000.00 to the program. Great job, everyone!

Budget: We established our budget for the 2016 fiscal calendar and also designated some organizations
that will receive a one- time donation. Your weekly benevolence contribution makes it possible to reach out to
those in need.

Forward Thinking: We would like to advertise our Sunday morning breakfasts along with our 9:30
worship services in the Religious section of the Press. This could appeal to some folks out there who would
enjoy an affordable breakfast before church each week. We were also thinking about having a movie night at
the church once a month and possible a teen canteen once a month to give our families and teens affordable and
safe activities to do. We’ll be looking into these ideas more closely.

Our next meeting will take place on Saturday, November 14, 2015 at 9:30 am in the Cobb Lounge.

In His Service,
Priscilla Schultheis

Deacons will meet in Madden Hall on Saturday, November 7, to make Autumn Gift Bags.

. This summer | was asked to come to YWAM Orlando, Florida in October and
speak at a School of Missions. This school is designed to equip those who are
21 going overseas on the mission field long-term. | have spoken in similar settings on
&8 the topic of starting new ministries, since much of my experience with YWAM
5 § has been going into a country and beginning a school from scratch. My ticket was
purchased, plans were made, but as the time grew closer I received a note from the school leaders saying that
several of the students had changed plans or postponed departure. In the end, they had one young woman
coming who would be leading a team to the Middle East in January. They encouraged her to come anyway and
said they would work things out for her to receive input and training. The leaders then said to me, if you don’t
want to come for one person, we understand. Something about that statement did not sit right with me. Am |
willing to go for ONE? Am | willing to get on a plane, travel to Florida, be there for 4 days and return - all for
the purpose of equipping one person? | have learned not to dismiss thoughts like this and to genuinely go before
the Lord and ask HIM what I should do. I'm sure by now you can imagine that He is really in the business of
one-on-one discipleship. As | prayed | thought of the woman at the well, Nicodemus, the woman with the




bleeding disorder - and the list goes on and on. Yup, Jesus definitely came to reach out to the ONE - along with
the multitudes - but definitely the ONE.

So, | packed my bags and went . . . Let me tell you, it was a wonderful time with the ONE. This ONE young
woman is going to the Middle East, to a Muslim nation to reach out to Syrian refugees. She was full of
questions and | was full of stories - the good, the bad and the ugly of what it is like to be a single woman in a
Muslim nation working with refugees. We ended up going camping as part of our pioneering experience - this
young woman, my friend who is leading the course and me. We sat by the campfire and had deep conversations
about serving in another culture and country. She laughed at some of my crazy tales and we cried for the people
of Syria who are lost and without a home. It was a complete privilege to invest my time and energy into this
wonderful young woman, who really did remind me of myself 25 years ago - no fear, all in, a bit naive to what
lies ahead yet trusting God with everything. | came home so grateful to be called to the nations, to the many and
to the ONE.

Of course, just like every trip | go on, there is far more involved than what | originally planned. I did end up
meeting with some other folks and also doing an afternoon of staff training before getting on the plane home. It
was a good reminder to me to not make decisions based on numbers or what | think is the best use of time. God
loves to challenge us that his kingdom works on a whole different level, a whole different set of values. | need
to constantly be aware and alert to how He is working behind the scenes, in unique ways and with an eternal
perspective!

Thank you for your on-going love and support. | am headed to Ireland, Turkey and Switzerland for the first few
weeks of November - teaching, attending a prayer conference and staffing a new Master’s program. It is
exciting to be able to jump right into applying what I learned through my Master’s program to a whole new
group of candidates. I will share more about this later.

Keep an eye out this month for that ONE person God may be asking you to invest in - you never know what He
is up to for the sake of eternity!

Thankful and Blessed,

Lisa
Sl gl Stewardship News
Sl
N | — Our offerings totaled $143,233 for the first three quarters of the year. By

comparison our offerings totaled $142,390 through the first three quarters of 2014. Over $22,000 was dedicated
to the Manse renovations in the capital budget. While we were strong in the first half of the year the third
quarter giving ran behind the previous year. 2015 3Q was $36,507 versus 2014 3Q at $40,972. Net rental
income was $17,364 at the end of the third quarter which is running $4,528 ahead of last year.

Our General Fund began the year with $59,393.61. At the end of September it stood at $73,825.17.
Contributions from the McMullin Fund and the net rentals have buttressed the account. Also contributing to our
healthy balance is reduced spending. Our expenditures are approximately $20,000 less than last year at this
time. We have also been blessed with anonymous contributions designated for specific purposes which will
assist us with physical upgrades to the church and expanded youth programs.
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I thank all of you for keeping “All Oars in the Water” and look forward to “Continue Rowing Together”.

Kirk Conover
Stewardship Chair

FUNdraising Committee

There are still a few tickets left for Sight and Sound to see the Miracle of Christmas on Friday, Nov 27", Please
see myself, Linda Gillis, or Scott Sabo for the last few tickets. If they are not sold soon those few seats will not
be reserved so see us ASAP, thank you!

For those who are going, please be at the church before 10 AM on the 27th and ready to go. The bus is leaving
promptly at 10 AM, and we don't want to leave anyone behind. Also, you may bring a snack for the bus and a
little extra spending money as we will be stopping at Kitchen Kettle Village.

In Christian Love and Service,
Dawn Duran, Chairperson

Thank You's For October

F)NK The biggest project this past month was the office upgrade. Thanks go to Dan and John for
yo moving out the rest of the furniture and equipment so the carpet could be replaced on Oct. 5.
The new furniture was brought in the following day. It took a while for the “nesting” to be
complete, but with the help of Kirk, who solved the problem with phone lines, and Russ,
who rehung the picture, clock and calendar, we’re back on track. Many thanks go to the
donor of funds for the project.

Dawn and members of the Fellowship Committee did a great job with their Apple Fest on Oct. 9. The addition
of new menu items was well received!

Our Fall Workday was on October 24. Thanks to all who came out to help get our buildings ready for the
winter!

The kids always enjoy Trunk or Treat which was Oct. 25. Thanks to Tina and her helpers for leadership!

Richard Wood took a bit of time to provide some of his handyman talents; always appreciated! (What IS that
noise?!?)

ol

Nominating Committee

: I am pleased to report the following names for nomination: for Elder for 3 years we have
_ Anna Mae Werner, Kirk Conover and Linda Gillis, for Deacon for 3 years we have Russ
Nommatmg Adkisson, Loretta Metz, and Laurie McManus, and for three year Trustee we have Nancy

Commutte¢
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Conover. We still need one more Trustee. Please prayerfully consider accepting these positions if you are
called. Remember that we are all called to be God's children and you are called for a reason. Thank you kindly
and thank you to those who have already accepted.

In Christian Service and Love,
Dawn Duran, Chairperson

o

7‘//'\
j AT, We held our Annual Applefest on Friday, Oct 9th. Everyone had a great time and enjoyed
N\ Q ' ¢ the wonderful music that was provided by John Channell and his friends from Albert Hall.
FC"()\‘\'Shi[) Jon Holland also joined the band with his musical talent. There were additions to the
menu as well that seemed to be a pleasant surprise to people. This year we added
Knockwurst and soda to the menu. That seems to be a hit so we will have that again next year. Thank you to
everyone that helped that day whether it was setting up, cooking, serving, or cleaning up. Thank you especially
to Nancy Sooy for providing the hotdogs, knockwurst, and extra sauerkraut, and thank you to Kris Jenoriki for
making the four pans of apple crisp and to Doris Wood for making her sauerkraut. Everybody's help was much
appreciated, and we couldn't do it without everyone's support, thank you! We made $282 after expenses.

)

% FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
aje, 7
() |

Thank you also to Robin McBrearty and Dirk Williamson for stepping up to chair the Monthly Potluck. Robin
and Dirk have both graciously agreed to organize this monthly event with keeping youth actively involved in
helping out. Each month will have a topic and the youth will organize and post a menu in which everyone that
plans to attend will sign up for bringing an item from that menu. The topics of discussion will vary month to
month and will touch on topics that are of importance in our communities for all generations. The object of this
monthly event is for inter-generational fellowship. Please look for any information on this as it becomes
available, and support both Robin and Dirk by coming out and participating, thank you!

Our next big event at our church will be the Presbytery Dinner Meeting that we will be hosting here at our
church. We will be welcoming all of the Teaching Elders (Pastors) and Ruling Elder Commissioners to our
church on Tuesday, November 17", at 4 PM. Let’s all give them a hearty welcome by coming out and
volunteering. We need volunteers in several different areas, and there is a sign-up sheet if you can help that day
in any way. | do realize that people work, but this event will probably last until about 10 PM so you may come
after work to help. The areas that we need volunteers for is set-up (this includes several areas of the church),
serving, breaking down from dinner and setting up refreshments, cleaning up at the end of the event, working
the registration table, and directing the parking. We will be using the end lot for our guests to park, the front
parking lot will be used for handicap parking on one side and we need to leave the other side of the front
parking reserved for the day care center that is attached to our church. Our own congregation members that are
helping that day can either park on the side or in the back of the church. Thanks in advance to Bill Hoesten,
Donna Hughes, and Dirk Williamson for offering to cook. The menu will include baked ziti, Italian sausage,
meatballs, ham, mixed veggies, salad, and bread and butter. The cost will be $12 per person. Dessert will be
served after the meeting, and we are looking for donations for refreshments. There will be a sign-up sheet for
these donations as well. Please keep in mind that we would like things that are easy to serve and perhaps
something a little different than our normal refreshment hour items (i.e. mini cannoli, mini eclairs, cream puffs,
assorted pastries, etc.). Let's show West Jersey Presbytery what warm and welcoming church we are!



On December 12th at 7:30 we will be having our congregational concert, where we will be hearing the heavenly
voices of the Mainland Choral Society. The cost is $10 for adults and $3 for children. There will be NO dinner
with this concert but there IS a dessert reception to follow. There will be a sign-up sheet to donate desserts for
this event as well. Please see Joanie Hoenes for your tickets ASAP, tickets go fast, and you must reserve a seat
to attend, thank you! Tickets will be available as of Nov. 8th.

The two soup sales of 2016 will take place on Sunday, Jan. 10", and Sunday, Feb 14th. We will have sign-up
sheets for those who would like to donate as it becomes closer to those dates, thank you.

The next Fellowship Meeting is set for Mon., Nov. 9", at 7 PM, and we invite anyone who is volunteering to
help with the Presbytery Meeting to come out so that everyone knows exactly what needs to be done. Thank
you and | hope to see many people there!

In Christian Love in Fellowship,
Dawn Duran, Chair

Evergreens Meet November 18 at Noon

Anna Mae Werner will be sharing with us her recent trip to Paris, Normandy and country side of
France, including some photos, at our noon sandwich luncheon. Dessert and coffee will be
provided. Please note new date.

All are welcomed, No age limit!!

Did You Know???? _ _  _  _  _ _ that ma n Y
and familiar faces in the Mainland Choral Society Christmas Concert coming
Dec. 12"?

They are:
Vie Werner Anna Mae Werner
Priseilla Sehylbkhels
Bey, Baid . Cobb F\rs. Jamn Gobb

The Society always welcomes new voices; they present inspiring concerts each
Christmas and in the Spring. This is the first time we are honored and blessed
to have them in our historic Sanctuary. TGEBTG

Dawn Duran, Chair of Fellowship Committee

PS: We wil/l be contacting many fol ks to bake -go
wonderful concert. Thank you, in advance, for helping make this such a memorable Christmas
Event!



Lunch Bunch to Olive Garden Nov. 11

On Wednesday, November 11, the Lunch Bunch will be heading to Olive Garden at the Hamilton Mall. The van
will leave Absecon at 11:30, or meet us there at noon. All are welcome to come join us.

it

W Thanks So Much!
| . Dear Church Family & Pastor Tom,

A grateful thank you to all who sent cards, flowers, calls, prayers, & visits and supplied me with
so many good things to eat during my period of immobility. You were all a great blessing when most needed.

A million thanks to all!

Sincerely,
Marjorie McGuigan

Dear Church Family and Friends,

Once again | would like to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your Christian love. The cards, calls,
visits, food, have been most appreciated at this stage of my life. Thank you for caring. I am in God’s hands and
doing the best I can.

Thank you.

Love,
Irene Hunter

Daylight Savings Time ends November 1! Be sure to turn you
clocks BACK one hour on October 31. Unless you want to
be the firs t person in church on Sunday
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Celebrate . ..
THE /))\RACLE OF Zijye

7 30P""

e -~Wl})b he, ysVoice

MAINLAND HORHL
: SOC)E Y i ooncert

7:30pm - Advance Tickets ONLY //

310 -Aduu's 33-18+Under + Collac 5hd.
(ALL SEATS RESERVED- -
Pelightfu) 'DESSERTS" to follow. ..
CEE 7owm.e - ASRP.. s‘&u'ttg Nev. 8
(9/'/839 (Plann ned by Gour Fellowship Com mittee)

%
(4540 Shelbur 2) Chwn Do, Cocir
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Lay Assistants

01 9:30
11:00
08 9:30
11:00
15 9:30
11:00
22 9:30
11:00
29 9:30
11:00

Head Ushers

01 9:30 Vic & Rita Abelson
11:00 Tina Brown, Shirley Smith
08 9:30 Elaine Risley, Carol Thomas
11:00 Mary Bew, Betty Lloyd
15 9:30 Ron & Joyce Pfeiffer
11:00 Tina Brown, Nancy Swank
22 9:30 Barbara Hughes, Betty Price
11:00 Mary Bew, Betty Lloyd
29 9:30 David Burgess, Bud Burgess
11:00 Tina Brown, Nancy Swank

Offering (9:30)

01 Jack & Dee Heil

08 Joan Nale, Franklin Nale

15 Ilsa Smith, Ginny Davenport
22 Roy Birkbeck, Alice Smith
29 Dan Hughes, Greg Hamaty

Acolyte (9:30)

01 Franklin Nale
08 Justin Hughes
15 Jack Little

22 Jacob Sabo
29 Bud Burgess

Nursery (11:00 Sarah Gillis)

01 Jordan Hawkes
08 Gloria Achamizo
15 Jennifer Platt

22 Jordan Hawkes
29 Gloria Achamizo

Serving in November

12

Deacon for the Month

Bob Hudak

Van Drivers

01 John Channell
08 Barb Hughes
15 Tina Brown
22 Vic Abelson
29 Ed Little

Refreshment Hosts

01 Fellowship Committee

08 Naida & David Burgess, Cheryl Hawkes
15 Vicky Hawkes, Karen Little

22 Marjorie McGuigan, Joanie Hoenes

29 Louise Speitel, Robin McBrearty

Breakfast Club Kitchen Crew

01 Set-up — Libby Little
Cook — Ed Little
Clean-up — Ginny & Bill Davenport
08 Set-up — Kris Jenoriki
Cook — John Channell
Clean-up — Vic & Rita Abelson
15 Set-up — Donna Hughes
Cook — Bill Hoesten
Clean-up — Dirk Willliamson
22 Set-up — Jordan & Christian Hawkes
Cook — Bryan Hawkes
Clean-up — Olga Davies, Jean Delesantro
29 Set-up — Linda Adkisson
Cook — Russ Adkisson
Clean-up — Gayle Ackerman

Counter Schedule

01 Debbie & Don Wong

08 Judy & Dave Stebbins

15 Leo Ransone, Nancy Conover
22 Gerald Hoenes, Betsy Torjussen
29 Lee Wolff, Kirk Conover



